


16 While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he 
was greatly distressed to see that the city was full 
of idols. 17 So he reasoned in the synagogue with 
both Jews and God-fearing Greeks, as well as in 
the marketplace day by day with those who 
happened to be there. 18 A group of Epicurean 
and Stoic philosophers began to debate with him.

Acts 17:16-18 (NIV)
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18 A group of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers 
began to debate with him. 19 Then they took him 
and brought him to a meeting of the Areopagus, 
where they said to him, “May we know what this 
new teaching is that you are presenting?

Acts 17:18-19 (NIV)



Know who you’re talking to.



22 Paul then stood up in the meeting of the 
Areopagus and said: “People of Athens! I see that 
in every way you are very religious. 23 For as I 
walked around and looked carefully at your 
objects of worship, I even found an altar with this 
inscription: to an unknown god. So you are 
ignorant of the very thing you worship — and this 
is what I am going to proclaim to you.

Acts 17:22-23 (NIV)
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Know who you’re talking to.

Answer questions that people are asking,
not the ones they are not.







Know who you’re talking to.

Answer questions that people are asking,
not the ones they are not.

Shift to sharing Jesus.



28 ‘For in him we live and move and have our 
being.’ As some of your own poets have said, 
‘We are his offspring.’

Acts 17:28 (NIV)


