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1 In the beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth.

Genesis 1:1 (NIV)







5 …the whole earth is mine,

Exodus 19:5 (NIV)



1 The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, 
the world, and all who live in it;

Psalm 24:1 (NIV)



10 for every animal of the forest is mine, 
and the cattle on a thousand hills. 

11 I know every bird in the mountains, 
and the insects in the fields are mine. 

12 If I were hungry I would not tell you, 
for the world is mine, and all that is in it.

Psalm 50:10-12 (NIV)



27 So God created mankind in his own image, 
in the image of God he created them; 
male and female he created them. 

28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful 
and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue 
it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the 
sky and over every living creature that moves on 
the ground.” 

Genesis 1:27-28 (NIV)



7 Then the LORD God formed a man (adam םָ֗דָאָֽה ) 
from the dust of the ground (ada-mah הָמָדֲא ) and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the 
man (adam םָ֗דָאָֽה ) became a living being. 

Genesis 2:7 (NIV)



15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the 
Garden of Eden to work דַבָע it and take care of it רַמָׁש . 

Genesis 2:15 (NIV)



רַמָׁש
s ̌āmar

To watch, guard;
To exercise great care over something 









17 To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your 
wife and ate fruit from the tree about which I 
commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’ 
“Cursed is the ground (adamah) because of you; 

through painful toil you will eat food from it 
all the days of your life. 

18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you, 
and you will eat the plants of the field.

Genesis 3:17-18 (NIV)



19 By the sweat of your brow 
you will eat your food 

until you return to the ground (adamah), 
since from it you were taken; 

for dust you are 
and to dust you will return.” 

Genesis 3:19 (NIV)



17 To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your 
wife and ate fruit from the tree about which I 
commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’ 
“Cursed is the ground (adamah) because of you; 

through painful toil you will eat food from it 
all the days of your life. 

18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you, 
and you will eat the plants of the field.

Genesis 3:17-18 (NIV)



The earth (adamah) is portrayed as suffering
as a result of human (adam) sin.



1 Hear the word of the LORD, you Israelites, 
because the LORD has a charge to bring 
against you who live in the land: 

“There is no faithfulness, no love, 
no acknowledgment of God in the land. 

2 There is only cursing, lying and murder, 
stealing and adultery;

Hosea 4:1-2a (NIV)



they break all bounds, 
and bloodshed follows bloodshed. 

3 Because of this the land dries up, 
and all who live in it waste away; 

the beasts of the field, the birds in the sky 
and the fish in the sea are swept away.

Hosea 4:2b-3 (NIV)



12 Who is wise enough to understand this? Who has 
been instructed by the LORD and can explain it? 
Why has the land been ruined and laid waste like a 
desert that no one can cross? 13 The LORD said, “It is 
because they have forsaken my law, which I set 
before them; they have not obeyed me or followed 
my law. 

Jeremiah 9:12-13 (NIV)



4 How long will the land lie parched 
and the grass in every field be withered? 

Because those who live in it are wicked, 
the animals and birds have perished. 

Jeremiah 12:4 (NIV)



18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth 
comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 
19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the 
children of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation 
was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, 
but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope

Romans 8:18-20 (NIV)



21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its 
bondage to decay and brought into the freedom 
and glory of the children of God. 22 We know that 
the whole creation has been groaning as in the 
pains of childbirth right up to the present time.

Romans 8:21-22 (NIV)



18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth 
comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 
19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the 
children of God to be revealed.

Romans 8:18-19 (NIV)



20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not 
by its own choice, but by the will of the one who 
subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be 
liberated from its bondage to decay and brought 
into the freedom and glory of the children of God. 
22 We know that the whole creation has been 
groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the 
present time.

Romans 8:20-22 (NIV)



19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness 
dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to 
himself all things, whether things on earth or things 
in heaven, by making peace through his blood, 
shed on the cross. 

Colossians 1:19-20 (NIV)



3 No longer will there be any curse. The throne of 
God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his 
servants will serve him. 

Revelation 22:3 (NIV)

















10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The 
heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will 
be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything 
done in it will be laid bare… 12 That day will bring 
about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the 
elements will melt in the heat. 13 But in keeping with his 
promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and 
a new earth, where righteousness dwells. 

2 Peter 3:10, 12-13 (NIV)



21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its 
bondage to decay and brought into the freedom 
and glory of the children of God. 

Romans 8:21 (NIV)



We think it reasonable, therefore, to conclude that 2 Peter 
3 does not intend to describe the annihilation of the 
universe on the day of the Lord. Rather, as the parallel with 
the flood suggests, Peter is predicting that God will 
“destroy” this world by judging evil, establishing justice and 
peace, and radically transforming the creation into a place 
where “righteousness makes its home,” reflecting God’s 
original intentions for it from the beginning.
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21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its 
bondage to decay and brought into the freedom 
and glory of the children of God.

Romans 8:21 (NIV)


