
Oxford English Dictionary

Humble
Having a low estimate of one’s importance, 

worthiness, or merits

Humility
Having a lowly opinion of oneself





Philippians 1:27-28a (NIV 2011)

27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a 
manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether 
I come and see you or only hear about you in my 
absence, I will know that you stand firm in the one 
Spirit, striving together as one for the faith of the 
gospel 28 without being frightened in any way by 
those who oppose you.



Philippians 1:28b-30 (NIV 2011)

This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but 
that you will be saved — and that by God. 29 For it 
has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only 
to believe in him, but also to suffer for him, 30 since 
you are going through the same struggle you saw I 
had, and now hear that I still have.



Suffering in the New Testament

1. We are not to interpret suffering as a punishment 
for sin.
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Suffering in the New Testament

1. We are not to interpret suffering as a punishment 
for sin.

2. God uses suffering that is inherent to this broken 
world for our transformation.

3. Suffering for Jesus is an honor for Christ-followers 
because…

4. Jesus suffered for the mission.



Philippians 1:28b-30 (NIV 2011)

This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but 
that you will be saved — and that by God. 29 For it 
has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only 
to believe in him, but also to suffer for him, 30 since 
you are going through the same struggle you saw I 
had, and now hear that I still have.
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Our unity across differences 
reveals God to the world



Philippians 2:1-2 (NIV 2011)

1 Therefore if you have any encouragement from 
being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, 
if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness 
and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by 
being like-minded, having the same love, being one 
in spirit and of one mind.



Philippians 2:3-5 (NIV 2011)

3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. 
Rather, in humility value others above yourselves,
4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to 
the interests of the others. 5 In your relationships with 
one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:



Philippians 2:2-5 (NIV 2011)

2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded 
(phroneō), having the same love, being one in spirit 
and of one mind (phroneō). … 

5 In your relationships with one another, have the 
same mindset (phroneō) as Christ Jesus:



“φρονέω”
A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament 

and other Early Christian Literature (BDAG)

Φρονέω
To develop an attitude based on careful thought



Philippians 2:3-4 (NIV 2011)

3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. 
Rather, in humility value others above yourselves,
4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to 
the interests of the others.



We become 
humble: value 
others above 
ourselves, seek the 
interest of others
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reveals God to the world



Philippians 2:3-4 (NIV 2011)

3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. 
Rather, in humility value others above yourselves,
4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to 
the interests of the others.



Philippians 2:5-7 (NIV 2011)

5 In your relationships with one another, have the 
same mindset as Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very 
nature God, did not consider equality with God 
something to be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, 
he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of 
a servant, being made in human likeness.



Philippians 2:8-11 (NIV 2011)

8 And being found in appearance as a man, he 
humbled himself by becoming obedient to death — 
even death on a cross! 9 Therefore God exalted him to 
the highest place and gave him the name that is above 
every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, 11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
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Jesus’s humility flows 
from his divine status 
and future exaltation

We become 
humble: value 
others above 
ourselves, seek the 
interest of others

Our unity across differences 
reveals God to the world



Romans 8:14-16 (NIV 2011)

14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the 
children of God. 15 The Spirit you received does not 
make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; 
rather, the Spirit you received brought about your 
adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, 
Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit 
that we are God’s children.



Romans 8:17 (NIV 2011)

17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs — heirs of 
God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his 
sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.
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Philippians 2:1-3a (NIV 2011)

1 Therefore if you have any encouragement from 
being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, 
if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness 
and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by 
being like-minded, having the same love, being one 
in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish 
ambition or vain conceit.
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Deepening 
relationship 
with others

We embrace 
our identity in 
Christ (status 
and glory)

We become 
humble: value 
others above 
ourselves, seek the 
interest of others

Our unity across differences 
reveals God to the world

Jesus’s humility flows 
from his divine status 
and future exaltation


