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" The tool says in his heart, “There is no God.”
Psalm 14:1a (NIV)



The text says:

" The tool says in his heart, “There is no God.”
Psalm 14:1a (NIV)

Sounds like:

Atheists are idiots.



For the director of music. Of David.

' The tool says in his heart,
“There is no God.”

They are corrupt, their deeds are vile;
there is no one who does good.

2 The LORD looks down from heaven
on all mankind

Psalm 14:1-2a (NIV)



to see it there are any who understand,
any who seek God.

°> All have turned away, all have become corrupt;
there is no one who does good,
not even one.

“ Do all these evildoers know nothing?

They devour my people as though eating bread;
they never call on the LORD.

Psalm 14:2b-4 (NIV)



> But there they are, overwhelmed with dread,
tor God is present in the company of the righteous.
°You evildoers frustrate the plans of the poor,
but the LORD is their refuge.
7 Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zionl
When the LORD restores his people,
let Jacob rejoice and Israel be glad!

Psalm 14:5-7 (NIV)



"The tool says in his heart,
“There is no God.”

They are corrupt, their deeds are vile;
there is no one who does good.

Psalm 14:1 (NIV)



> All have turned away, all have become corrupt;
there is no one who does good,
not even one.

“ Do all these evildoers know nothing?

They devour my people as though eating bread;
they never call on the LORD.

Psalm 14:3-4 (NIV)



°You evildoers frustrate the plans of the poor,
but the LORD is their refuge.

Psalm 14:6 (NIV)



“They devour my people as though eating bread...
®You evildoers frustrate the plans of the poor,

Psalm 14:4b, 6a (NIV)
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“I'll disadvantage the community

in order to gain an advantage for myselt.”



The text says:

" The tool says in his heart, “There is no God.”
Psalm 14:1a (NIV)

Perhaps we should hear:

Scoundrels justity their actions to themselves: “God’s not
involved in everyday attairs, so | can live a self-centered
lite and cut others down without consequences.”



> God is present in the company of the righteous.

Psalm 14:5b (NIV)
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“I'll disadvantage myselt in order to give

an advantage to the community.”



A Psalm of David

" LORD, who may dwell in your sacred tent?
Who may live on your holy mountain?
2The one whose walk is blameless,
who does what is righteous,
who speaks the truth from their heart;

Psalm 15:1-2 (NIV)



A Psalm of David

" LORD, who may dwell in your sacred tent?
Who may live on your holy mountain?

2 The one who walks with integrity,
who does what is righteous,
who speaks the truth from their heart;

Psalm 15:1-2 (NIV, modified)



> whose tongue utters no slander,
who does no wrong to a neighbor,
and casts no slur on others:
* who despises a vile person
but honors those who fear the LORD;
who keeps an oath even when it hurts,
and does not change their mind;

Psalm 15:3-4 (NIV)



> who lends money to the poor without interest;

who does not accept a bribe against the innocent.
Whoever does these things

will never be shaken.

Psalm 15:5 (NIV)



The tsaddiq

Speaks the truth from their heart

Does no wrong to a neighbor

Casts no slur on others

Honors those who tear YHWH

Keeps an oath even when it hurts

Lends money to the poor without interest
Does not accept a bribe against the innocent



" The tool says in his heart, “There is no God.”

Psalm 14:1a (NIV)
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7 Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zionl
When the LORD restores his people,
let Jacob rejoice and Israel be glad!

Psalm 14:7 (NIV)



