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Santa Claus is Coming to Town

He sees you when you're sleeping
He knows when you're awake
He knows if you've been bad or good
So be good for goodness sake



Santa Claus is Coming to Town

He's making a list
He's checking it twice
He's gonna find out
Who's naughty or nice
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God of Culture

• God is a judge
• God has a system for 

evaluation
• Heaven is reward for a 

good life
• Heaven is a place where 

you get what you want

…with Jesus tacked on

• God’s standard is too high
• Jesus’s death on the cross 

erases my negative scores
• If I believe in Jesus, I get 

to go to heaven
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God of Culture

• A distant judge, 
unaffected by humans 
• Wants good behavior

God of the Bible

• Engaged and relational

• A king who wants his land 
back (There’s a story here)



God’s Plan for Humanity

 The Humans Rebel

  God Chooses a People

   God’s People Rebel

    Jesus the King

     The Empowered Church

      God’s Mission Accomplished



God of Culture

• A distant judge, 
unaffected by humans 
• Wants good behavior

• Prioritizes morality

God of the Bible

• Engaged and relational

• A king who wants his land 
back
• Prioritizes loyalty



God’s Plan for Humanity

 The Humans Rebel

  God Chooses a People

   God’s People Rebel

    Jesus the King

     The Empowered Church

      God’s Mission Accomplished



Cultural Timeline

Birth

Heaven

HellDeath



Biblical Timeline

Birth

Heaven 
on Earth

Hell

Death

The Grave

“With Christ”

Resurrection

Judgment
Return

of Christ



42 So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The 
body that is sown is perishable, it is raised 
imperishable; 43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in 
glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power…

1 Corinthians 15:42-43 (NIV 2011)



3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
“Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the 
people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them and be 
their God. 
7 Those who are victorious will inherit all this, and I 
will be their God and they will be my children.

Revelation 21:3, 7 (NIV 2011)
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“I will be their God 
and they will be my people (children)”



“I will be your God”
To be someone’s God is to be the source of their 
security, joy, hope, and identity



12 For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; 
then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; 
then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.

1 Corinthians 13:12 (NIV 2011)



“I will be your God”
To be someone’s God is to be the source of their 
security, joy, hope, and identity

“You will be my people (children)”
To be God’s people (children) is to live a life that 
expresses God
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1. Heaven is NOT a reward for a good life
2. Entrance requirement for heaven: 

Pledge allegiance to Jesus
3. A physical world with bodies that don’t break  

There is no evil, no sin, no brokenness
4. Heaven is an acquired taste
5. Knowing God and imaging God is the best part 

of heaven 




