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Ripple Effect

4.27.25 Love our Neighbors (Michael Knapstad)
5.4.25 Love our City (Chris Dolson)

5.11.25 Love the World (Chris Dolson)

5.18.25 Love Madison



Christ’'s Ambassadors




And he has committed to us the message of
reconciliation. ?° We are therefore Christ’s
ambassadors, as though God were making his
appeal through us.

2 Corinthians 5:19b-20a (NIV)
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4800 active households from 55 different zip
codes attend one of our three Blackhawk sites.



Babylon




“Motion Map%of a timeline and
geography of the area




! This is the text of the letter that the prophet
Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the surviving
elders among the exiles and to the priests, the
prophets and all the other people
Nebuchadnezzar had carried into exile from
Jerusalem to Babylon . ..

It said: # This is what the Lord Almighty, the God
of Israel, says to all those | carried into exile from
Jerusalem to Babylon: Jeremiah 29:1.4 (NIV)



> “Build houses and settle down; plant gardens
and eat what they produce. ® Marry and have
sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and
give your daughters in marriage, so that they too
may have sons and daughters. Increase in
number there; do not decrease. / Also, seek the
peace and prosperity (Di7vJ) of the city to which |
have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it,

because if it prospers, you too Will RrasRRIE 7 (N1v)



” Also, seek the peace and prosperity (Di7v)) of
the city to which | have carried you into exile.
Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you
too will prosper.”

Jeremiah 29:7 (NIV)



DI7Y - Shalom

“completeness, soundness, welfare, peace”

Brown-Driver-Briggs — Hebrew and English Lexicon



7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity (Di7vj) of
the city to which | have carried you into exile.
Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you
too will prosper.”

Jeremiah 29:7 (NIV)



18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself
through Christ and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation: 1° that God was reconciling the world
to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins
against them. And he has committed to us the
message of reconciliation. ?° We are therefore
Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making

his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s
behalf:

Be reconciled to God. 2 Corinthians 5:18-20 (NIV)



13 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me. *° Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, %° and
teaching them to obey everything | have
commanded you. And surely | am with you
always, to the very end of the age.”

Matthew 28:18-20 (NIV)



Hurdles Ambassadors Face

1. The “Truth” hurdle
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Hurdles Ambassadors Face

1. The “Truth” hurdle
2. The “Selt” hurdle




Hurdles Ambassadors Face

1. The “Truth” hurdle
2. The “Selt” hurdle
3. The “Church Hurt” hurdle
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Hurdles Ambassadors Face

The “Truth” hurdle

The “Selt” hurdle

The “Church Hurt” hurdle

The “Wrong Side of History” hurdle



= RELIGION RULED Y

they
called It HE DARK AGES



3 For it is by grace you have been saved, through
faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the
gift of God—"> not by works, so that no one can
boast.  For we are God’s handiwork (moinpa),
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which
God prepared in advance for us to do.

Ephesians 2: 8-10 (NIV)



Good Works > Good Will > Good News




“Most of our brother Christians showed unbounded
love and loyalty, never sparing themselves &
thinking only of one another. Heedless of danger,
they took charge of the sick, attending to their
every need and ministering to them in Christ, and
with them the disease, drawing on themselves the
sickness of their neighbors & cheerfully accepting
their pains. Many,

in nursing & curing others, transferred their death

to themselves & died in their stead®ionysius (260 A.D.)



“We convince because people first trust in what
they can actually see, and then in reasoned
argument.”

Athanasius (350 A.D.)






Susan Demel
Director of Impact Ministries



Spiritually neutral, but morally good
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Period Garden Park
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Blackhawk Card-Making




HOPE & A FUTURE 11, INC.

BRADER WAY CARDMAKING

PERIOD GARDEN PARK

FITCHBURG CARDMAKING



HOPE & A FUTURE 111, INC.

BRADER WAY CARDMAKING
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PERIOD GARDEN PARK

FITCHBURG CARDMAKING






Christ’'s Ambassadors
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