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13 Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow 
we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, 
carry on business and make money.” 14 Why, you 
do not even know what will happen tomorrow. 
What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a 
little while and then vanishes.

James 4:13-14 (NIV)



15 Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, 
we will live and do this or that.” 16 As it is, you boast 
in your arrogant schemes. All such boasting is evil. 
17 If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do 
and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them.

James 4:15-17 (NIV)



13 Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow 
we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, 
carry on business and make money.”

James 4:13 (NIV)



16 As it is, you boast (καυχάομαι, kauchaomai) in 
your arrogant schemes. All such boasting is evil.

James 4:16 (NIV)



16 As it is, you boast in your arrogant schemes 
(ἀλαζονεία, alazoneia). All such boasting is evil.

James 4:16 (NIV)



16 As it is, you boast in your arrogan[ce]t schemes 
(ἀλαζονεία, alazoneia). All such boasting is evil.

[Alazoneia refers to]…the one who “makes more of 
himself” than the reality justifies, “ascribing to himself 
either more and better things than he has, or even 
what he does not possess at all”… (Theological 
Dictionary of the New Testament, s.v. “ἀλαζονεία”)

James 4:16 (NIV)



14 Why, you do not even know what will happen 
tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that 
appears for a little while and then vanishes.

James 4:14 (NIV)
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14 Why, you do not even know what will happen 
tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that 
appears for a little while and then vanishes. 

James 4:14 (NIV)





15 Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, 
we will live and do this or that.”

James 4:15 (NIV)



15 Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, 
we will live and do this or that.”… 17 If anyone, then, 
knows the good they ought to do and doesn’t do it, 
it is sin for them.

James 4:15, 17 (NIV)



God does not have an ideal path for your life,



God does not have an ideal path for your life,
but He does have a will for your life



TRANSFORMATION

God cares less about what you do
and more about who you become



COMMUNITY

God wants you to be part of a local church,
and he wants you to care about his church



MISSION

God wants you to care about his mission, 
and he wants you to use your skills for the mission





1. Does it violate biblical principles?
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1. Does it violate biblical principles?
2. Does it fit your gifting and passion?
3. What does your community say?
4. Is it wise?
5. Is God speaking directly to you about this?



1. Remember who you are
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1. Remember who you are
2. Plan a life that aligns with God’s will: 

transformation, community, and mission
3. Look at your calendar
4. Make new plans




