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17 Then the dragon was enraged at the woman 
and went off to wage war against the rest of her 
offspring—those who keep God’s commands and 
hold fast their testimony about Jesus.

Revelation 12:17 (NIV)



1 The dragon stood on the shore of the sea. And 
I saw a beast coming out of the sea. It had ten 
horns and seven heads, with ten crowns on its 
horns, and on each head a blasphemous name…

11 Then I saw a second beast, coming out of the 
earth. It had two horns like a lamb, but it spoke 
like a dragon.

Revelation 13:1,11 (NIV)





1 The dragon stood on the shore of the sea. And I 
saw a beast coming out of the sea. It had ten 
horns and seven heads, with ten crowns on its 
horns, and on each head a blasphemous name.…-

11 Then I saw a second beast, coming out of the 
earth. It had two horns like a lamb, but it spoke 
like a dragon.

Revelation 13:1,11 (NIV)



2 The beast I saw resembled a leopard, but had 
feet like those of a bear and a mouth like that of 
a lion. The dragon gave the beast his power and 
his throne and great authority… 
4 People worshiped the dragon because he had 
given authority to the beast, and they also 
worshiped the beast and asked, “Who is like the 
beast? Who can wage war against it?”

Revelation 13:2,4 (NIV)



And [the beast] was given authority over every 
tribe, people, language and nation. 8 All 
inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast—
all whose names have not been written in the 
Lamb’s book of life, the Lamb who was slain from 
the creation of the world.

Revelation 13:7b-8 (NIV)



12 It exercised all the authority of the first beast 
on its behalf, and made the earth and its 
inhabitants worship the first beast… 
13 And it performed great signs, even causing fire 
to come down from heaven to the earth in full 
view of the people. 14 Because of the signs it was 
given power to perform on behalf of the first 
beast, it deceived the inhabitants of the earth.

Revelation 13:12-14a (NIV)



It ordered them to set up an image in honor of the 
beast. 15 The 2nd beast was given power to give 
breath to the image of the first beast, so that the 
image could speak & cause all who refused to 
worship the image to be killed. 16 It also forced all 
people, great and small, rich and poor, free & slave, 
to receive a mark on their right hands or on their 
foreheads, 17 so that they could not buy or sell unless 
they had the mark, which is the name of the beast or 
the number of its name. Revelation 13:14b-17 (NIV)



5 The beast was given a mouth to utter proud 
words and blasphemies and to exercise its 
authority for forty-two months. 6 It opened its 
mouth to blaspheme God, and to slander his 
name and his dwelling place and those who live in 
heaven. 7 It was given power to wage war against 
God’s holy people and to conquer them.

Revelation 13:5-7a (NIV)



Team Dragon: The Two Beasts
 

Beast #1—A Geopolitical Power
• overwhelming military
• world domination



Team Dragon: The Two Beasts
 

Beast #1—A Geopolitical Power
• overwhelming military
• world domination

 

Beast #2—Propagandist for the Beast #1
• deception 
• image management
• coercion via economic system



3 Then the angel carried me away in the Spirit into a 
wilderness. There I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet 
beast that was covered with blasphemous names 
and had seven heads and ten horns. 
5 The name written on her forehead was a mystery:
 

BABYLON THE GREAT 
 

THE MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES 
 

AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.

Revelation 17:3, 5 (NIV)



Team Dragon: Babylon
 

• a great city that rules the world
 

17:18 The woman you saw is the great city that rules 
over the kings of the earth.



Team Dragon: Babylon
 

• a great city that rules the world
• opulence and excessive consumption
 

17:4 The woman was dressed in purple and scarlet, 
and was glittering with gold, precious stones and 
pearls.
 

18:3b and the merchants of the earth grew rich from 
her excessive luxuries.



Team Dragon: Babylon
 

• a great city that rules the world
• opulence and excessive consumption
• persecutes the Church
 

17:6 I saw that the woman was drunk with the blood 
of God’s holy people, the blood of those who bore 
testimony to Jesus.



Patmos



Rome

The Roman Empire

Asia
Minor



“Babylon”: Code for “Rome”

“She who is in Babylon, 
chosen together with you, 
sends you her greetings, 
and so does my son 
Mark.”
1 Peter 5:13

• Sibylline Oracles 5.155-61
• 4 Ezra 3:1-2; 15:46-47
• 2 Baruch 11:1-3; 67:1-9
• Dead Sea Scrolls:

4Q163 f4 7ii.1-21
4Q168 f1.1-6
4Q386 f1 iii.1-6



When I saw her, I was greatly astonished. 7 Then 
the angel said to me: “Why are you astonished? I 
will explain to you the mystery of the woman and 
of the beast she rides, which has the seven heads 
and ten horns…
 

9 “This calls for a mind with wisdom. The seven 
heads are seven hills on which the woman sits.

Revelation 17:6b-7, 9 (NIV)





17 so that they could not buy or sell unless they 
had the mark, which is the name of the beast or 
the number of its name. 18 This calls for wisdom. 
Let the person who has insight calculate the 
number of the beast, for it is the number of a 
man. That number is 666.

Revelation 13:17-18 (NIV)



Team Dragon

Beast from the Sea
• political power
• based on military might

Beast from the Earth 
• Propaganda
• image manipulation
• economic coercion

Woman named Babylon
• a city that rules the 

world
• opulence
• persecutes the Church
• identified as Rome in 

the 1st century



Babylon 

any social, cultural, 
or political system or power 

used by Satan to oppose God 
and draw people away from God.   



5 The devil led him up to a high place and showed 
him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. 6 
And he said to him, “I will give you all their 
authority and splendor; it has been given to me, 
and I can give it to anyone I want to. 7 If you 
worship me, it will all be yours.”

Luke 4:5-7 (NIV)



12:31 Now is the time for judgment on this world; 
now the prince of this world will be driven out.

14:30 I will not say much more to you, for the prince 
of this world is coming. He has no hold over me…

John 12:31;14:30 (NIV)



4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of 
unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of 
the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is 
the image of God.

2 Corinthians 4:4 (NIV)



12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, 
but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the powers of this dark world and against 
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.

Ephesians 6:12 (NIV)



The Marks of Babylon

Coercion 
 

• absolute political 
power

• based on military 
might

• economic coercion
• persecutes the Church

Seduction
 

• propaganda
• image 

manipulation
• domination of 

other nations
• opulence



7 Idols of Our Culture
 

Power
Celebrity

Youth
Beauty
Wealth
Success

Self
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