




Revelation is weird. 



1 The revelation ( ˉ̌ ˁʱ˂ˎ˕ʽˌ) from [of] Jesus 
Christ, which God gave him to show his servants 
what must soon take place. He made it known by 
sending his angel to his servant John, 

Revelation 1:1 (NIV)





ˉ̌ ˁʱ˂ˎ˕ʽˌ
 
Å  an unveiling, uncovering, revealing
Å  something that is made fully known
Å  a full disclosure

Lexham Theological Wordbook 





Message in a Bottle (Romance Genre)
Harry Potter (Fantasy Fiction Genre)

Dune (Science Fiction Genre)
Atomic Habits (Self-Help Genre)

The Raven (Poetry Genre)



Characteristics of Apocalyptic Genre
 

Cosmic battle between good & evil 
Dreams of supernatural messengers
Vertical (spatial) unveiling - άIŜŀǾŜƴέ

Horizontal (temporal) unveiling ς άtŀǎǘ ϧ CǳǘǳǊŜέ 
Hope amid despair ς promise of a better future
Real events/people portrayed with vivid symbols



1 Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on 
the throne a scroll with writing on both sides and 
sealed with seven seals. 2 And I saw a mighty 
ŀƴƎŜƭ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƻǳŘ ǾƻƛŎŜΣ ά²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘȅ 
ǘƻ ōǊŜŀƪ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƻƭƭΚέ 3 But no 
one in heaven or on earth or under the earth 
could open the scroll or even look inside it.

Revelation 5:1-3 (NIV)



4 I wept and wept because no one was found who 
was worthy to open the scroll or look inside.       
5¢ƘŜƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŘŜǊǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ ά5ƻ ƴƻǘ 
weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the 
Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open 
ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƻƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǎŜŀƭǎΦέ 

Revelation 5:4-5 (NIV)



6 Then I saw a Lamb ( ˊ˄ʾˇ˄), looking as if it had 
been slain, standing at the center of the throne, 
encircled by the four living creatures and the 
elders. The Lamb had seven horns and seven 
eyes,        which are the seven spiritsof God sent 
out into      all the earth. 7 He went and took the 
scroll from     the right hand of him who sat on 
the throne. 

Revelation 5:6-7 (NIV)



Revelation is weird. 
Revelation is about the battle between good & evil. 



The Matrix
What is the nature of reality & free will?

 

Ex Machina
Ethical responsibility in AI development?

 

The Chronicles of Narnia
What is the nature of faith, good vs. evil?

 

Harry Potter
²ŜΩǊŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎ ǿŜ ƳŀƪŜ.



Revelation is the story of God 
establishing His rule on the earth through 
a cosmic battle between good and evil.



7 Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and his 
angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon 
and his angels fought back. 8 But he was not 
strong enough, and they lost their place in 
heaven.       9 The great dragon was hurled 
downτthat ancient serpent called the devil, or 
Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was 
hurled to the earth, and his angels with him. 

Revelation 12:7-9 (NIV)



Revelation is weird. 
Revelation is about the battle between good & evil. 

Revelation is not written to us. 



4 John, 
 

To the seven churches in the province of Asia: 

Revelation 1:4 (NIV)





At the end of the first century: 7,000 ς 10,000 
Christians.

- Rodney Stark (The Rise of Christianity)



άAlexamenos ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇǎ Ƙƛǎ ƎƻŘέ





Revelation is weird. 
Revelation is about the battle between good & evil. 

Revelation is not written to us. 
Revelation is not a code to help us decipher 

άǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ǘƛƳŜǎέΦ 











Revelation is weird. 
Revelation is about the battle between good & evil. 

Revelation is not written to us. 
Revelation is not a code to help us 
ŘŜŎƛǇƘŜǊ άǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ǘƛƳŜǎέΦ 

Revelation follows a simple structure. 



Chapter 1
Introduction

Chapters 2-3
Short Messages to 7 Churches 

Chapters 4-22
A Long Fantasy (Weird) Story








