


“The history of the impact of 
the Sermon on the Mount 
can largely be described in 
terms of an attempt to 
domesticate everything in it 
that is shocking, demanding, 
and uncompromising, and 
render it harmless.”

Scot McKnight



The Gospel of Matthew

Chapters 1 & 2 — Stories about Baby Jesus
Chapter 3:1-4:11 — Jesus’s baptism and preparation
Chapter 4:12-25 — Jesus starts his ministry
Chapters 5-7 — Sermon on the Mount



17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”

Matthew 4:17 (NIV)
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The Sermon on the Mount is Jesus’s proclamation of 
the good news of the kingdom of heaven.
Kingdom of Heaven = Kingdom of God

The Kingdom of Heaven is NOT the afterlife.
The Kingdom of Heaven is the realm where God is King 

and his people pledge allegiance to him.
The Sermon on the Mount is 

Jesus’s invitation into the Kingdom.   



1 Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a 
mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to 
him, 2 and he began to teach them. 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 Blessed are those who mourn, 

for they will be comforted. 

Matthew 5:1-4 (NIV)



5 Blessed are the meek, 
for they will inherit the earth.

6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, 
for they will be filled. 

7 Blessed are the merciful, 
for they will be shown mercy. 

Matthew 5:5-7 (NIV)



8 Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for they will see God. 

9 Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they will be called children of God. 

10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because 
of righteousness, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Matthew 5:8-10 (NIV)



11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, 
persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil 
against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be 
glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for 
in the same way they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you.

Matthew 5:11-12 (NIV)
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23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their 
synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, 
and healing every disease and sickness among the people. 
24 News about him spread all over Syria, and people 
brought to him all who were ill with various diseases, those 
suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having 
seizures, and the paralyzed; and he healed them. 25 Large 
crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and 
the region across the Jordan followed him.

Matthew 4:23-24 (NIV)
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7 I can think of nine whom I would call blessed, and 
a tenth my tongue proclaims: [blessed is] a man who 
can rejoice in his children; [blessed is] a man who 
lives to see the downfall of his foes. 8 [blessed is] the 
man who lives with a sensible wife, and [blessed is] 
the one who does not plow with ox and ass 
together. [blessed] is the one who does not sin with 
the tongue, and [blessed is] the one who has not 
served an inferior. 

Ben Sira 25:7-8 (NRSV)



9 [blessed] is the one who finds a friend, and 
[blessed is] the one who speaks to attentive 
listeners. 10 How great is the one who finds 
wisdom! But none is superior to the one who fears 
the Lord. 11 Fear of the Lord surpasses everything; 
to whom can we compare the one who has it?

Ben Sira 25:9-11 (NRSV)
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Poor in spirit
Mourn
Meek

Hunger and thirst for righteousness
Merciful

Pure in heart
Peacemakers

Persecuted because of righteousness
Insulted and persecuted because of Jesus


