


' The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who

had come from Jerusalem gathered around Jesus # and

saw some of his disciples eating food with hands that
- were defiled, tﬁ‘t’ls unwashed. 2 (The Pharisees and oll

o niha Jews do s rui eaf L Jﬂb:n 1415)% Jk/a their hands a
ceremonial washing, holding o theltraditiontorthe elders.
“Whenthey cometromithe marketplace they doinoteat
Unless they wash: ANARNEYIOSErVeIimany other.
raditions, such as thewashingiorcups) pifchers and
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> So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus,

“Why don't your disciples live according to the tradition
of the elders ms’read of eatng their food with detiled
. ~hands? e ,"r
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° He replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about

you hypocrites; as it is written:

/7”7

These people honor me w:fh their hps but their hearts

_ arejarirom me. 7 They wo hip.me in vain; their teachings
“are merely, Y. human rulesi“8 You have lef go C of the
commands o Godiand are holdingon tothuman
fraditions
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” And he continued, “You have a fine way of setting aside

the commands of God in order to observe your own
traditions! '° For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and
..,'mofhera d ’ vone ho curses their father or mofher is
1\39}39,‘)!1333"'1. /! JJR/JJu/irui:fJuM Ire
thatwnat might have beeniused fothelp their Ln‘rk—)r o
motherisi@oroani(tnatisAdevoted o God)/= =ithen you
no longer letthemdoXanyHINGiGratheir tather. or-mother:
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'S Thus you nullify the word of God by your tradition that

you have handed down. And you do many things like

that.” -4
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14 Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen

to me, everyone, and understand this. '> Nothing outside
a person can detile them by gomg info them. Rather, it is
Wi at comes ouf of a person: defiles them.” 17 After he

o :'~h9d eff the crowd and aniara.l the house, his Jb@i;ilas
asked'him about fhis parable ° “Arelyoulsoidul/cshe
asked. “Don 't youseethatnothing that entersiaperson
rom the outside caniaerilENnEmess
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'? For it doesn’t go into their heart but into their stomach,

and then out of the body.” (In saying this, Jesus declared

all foods clean.) -
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Above all else, guard your heart,

tor everything you do flows from it.
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20 He went on: “What comes out of a person is what

defiles them. 2! For it is from within, out of a person’s
heart, that ev:l fhoughfs come—sexual immorality, theft,

..vmurder 2 adulter v, g ced, Eh s, deceit, lewdness,

-,
>

~ envy, slander, arrogance ch olly: 122 Allithese evils come
from inside ‘and defile’a person. -
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The heart is deceittul above all things

and beyond cure.

Who can understand ite.
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2> | will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be

clean; | will cleanse you trom all your impurities and from

all your idols. 2° | will give you a new heart and put a

_Wp -~ £
- new spiritin you; | will remoye from you your heart of
= . ‘..".b N . . .-. . ' ‘ -

~ stone and give you a heartiofitleshi=ZAnd | will put my.
Spiritin you and move you toifollowimy decrees and be
careful o keepimylaws
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