






God is the author of the gospel
The Bible reveals the gospel
The Human Condition necessitates the gospel
Jesus as Lord is the promised one who brings the gospel
Jesus as Savior His sacrificial work is the core of the gospel
The Holy Spirit transforms us for the mission of the gospel
The Church is a multigenerational, multiethnic reflection to the world 
of the gospel
Christian Living is living for the sake of the gospel
Heaven & Hell is what we are saved from and saved to because of 
the gospel
Christ’s Return what we long for because of the gospel





1 Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the 
gospel I preached to you, which you received and on 
which you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you 
are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to 
you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 3 For what I 
received I passed on to you as of first importance: that 
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that 
he was buried, that he was raised on the third day 
according to the Scriptures, ….

1 Corinthians 15:1-4 (NIV)
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The Story of the Old Testament

• God creates a wonderful world.
• God creates humans to rule the earth on his behalf and to 

live in relationship with him.
• The humans rebel against God and are exiled from their 

home.
• God establishes ancient Israel (the people of God) as his 

partner to fix the world.
• God’s people rebel and are exiled.
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We believe that Jesus Christ, as our representative 
and substitute, shed His blood on the cross as the 
perfect, all-sufficient sacrifice for our sins. His 
atoning death and victorious resurrection constitute 
the only ground for salvation.

EFCA Statement of Faith: The Work of Christ



14 For Christ’s love compels us, because we are 
convinced that one died for all, and therefore 
all died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live 
should no longer live for themselves but for him who 
died for them and was raised again.  

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 (NIV)



1. What about God’s Justice?

13 When you were dead in your sins and in the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive 
with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having 
canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, 
which stood against us and condemned us; he has 
taken it away, nailing it to the cross.

Colossians 2:13-14 (NIV)



2. What about our alienation from God?

21 Once you were alienated from God and were 
enemies in your minds because of your evil 
behavior. 22 But now he has reconciled you by 
Christ’s physical body through death to present you 
holy in his sight, without blemish and free from 
accusation…

Colossians 1:21-22 (NIV)



3. How will we escape a demonic world of
sin and death?

15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, 
he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing 
over them by the cross.

Colossians 2:15 (NIV)



3. How will we escape a demonic world of
sin and death?

27 In fact, no one can enter a strong man’s house 
without first tying him up. Then he can plunder the 
strong man’s house.

Mark 3:27 (NIV)



4. How can a world divided by ethnic hostility come 
together to live in peace?

14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups 
one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 
15 …. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity 
out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in one body to 
reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he 
put to death their hostility.

Ephesians 2:14-16 (NIV)



5. What about the people of God?
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has 
gone, the new is here! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was 
reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins 
against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 
20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making 
his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled 
to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of God.

2 Corinthians 5:17-21 (NIV)


