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Get serious about rebuilding.



1 In the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of 
King Artaxerxes, when wine was brought for him, 
I took the wine and gave it to the king. I had not 
been sad in his presence before, 2 so the king 
asked me, “Why does your face look so sad when 
you are not ill? This can be nothing but sadness 
of heart.” I was very much afraid, 3 but I said to 
the king, “May the king live forever!

Nehemiah 2:1-3 (NIV 2011)



Why should my face not look sad when the city 
where my ancestors are buried lies in ruins, and its 
gates have been destroyed by fire?” 4 The king said 
to me, “What is it you want?” Then I prayed to the 
God of heaven, 5 and I answered the king, “If it 
pleases the king and if your servant has found favor 
in his sight, let him send me to the city in Judah 
where my ancestors are buried so that I can rebuild 
it. Nehemiah 2:3-5 (NIV 2011)



6 Then the king, with the queen sitting beside 
him, asked me, “How long will your journey take, 
and when will you get back?” It pleased the king 
to send me; so I set a time.”

Nehemiah 2:1-6 (NIV 2011)
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Why should my face not look sad when the city 
where my ancestors are buried lies in ruins, and 
its gates have been destroyed by fire?” 4 The king 
said to me, “What is it you want?”

Nehemiah 2:3-4 (NIV 2011)



4 The king said to me, “What is it you want?” 
Then I prayed to the God of heaven, 5 and I 
answered the king, “If it pleases the king and if 
your servant has found favor in his sight, let him 
send me to the city in Judah where my ancestors 
are buried so that I can rebuild it.

Nehemiah 2:4-5 (NIV 2011)



7 But when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the 
Ammonites and the people of Ashdod heard that 
the repairs to Jerusalem’s walls had gone ahead 
and that the gaps were being closed, they were 
very angry. 8 They all plotted together to come 
and fight against Jerusalem and stir up trouble 
against it. 9 But we prayed to our God and posted 
a guard day and night to meet this threat…

Nehemiah 4:7-9 (NIV 2011)



16 From that day on, half of my men did the work, 
while the other half were equipped with spears, 
shields, bows and armor. The officers posted 
themselves behind all the people of Judah 17 who 
were building the wall. Those who carried 
materials did their work with one hand and held 
a weapon in the other, 18 and each of the builders 
wore his sword at his side as he worked.

Nehemiah 4:16-18 (NIV 2011)
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Rebuild our lives differently
even when there’s opposition.
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4 The king said to me, “What is it you want?” 
Then I prayed to the God of heaven, 5 and I 
answered the king, “If it pleases the king and if 
your servant has found favor in his sight, let him 
send me to the city in Judah where my ancestors 
are buried so that I can rebuild it.

Nehemiah 2:4-5 (NIV 2011)





Get serious about rebuilding.

Rebuild our lives differently
even when there’s opposition.

Rebuild our lives differently
by using God’s blueprints.

Choose a blueprint and start rebuilding 
differently.
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God’s Blueprints:
1. Make God your center.
2. Read the Bible.
3. Invest in a Jesus-centered community.


